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BY DR. CHARLES R. GILLETT.

Secretaty New York Branch of Egyptian Exploration Fund and Librarianh ofUnion

Theological Seminary.
REGARD Dr Filinder Petrlie’s present work of excavation for relics of prehistoric man In Egypt as tha
l most interesting and valuable archaenlogical regearches evar undartaken., Hlis latest discoveries glvas
a great deal of materlal on which may be founded a new theory and history of civilization. Thege
excavations have brought to light ohjects which go back of Biblical history, as well as antedate all pro-

By this means man iz traced back Into geologleal dges, thousands of yeara previous 1o the ordinarily
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By Dr. W. M. Flinders Petrie.

T has heen saids that the beginning of tha fourth
Kgyptlan dynasty—the age of the pyramids,
about 4000 B. C.-is the Torthest back that we
ecatl go. ‘The puzzle has been that thers were no
tranes of this high civilizetlon. But now an-
tirely new discoveries durlng the Tast three years
at Koplos, Nagada, Abydss and Hieraeoupolls,
and varlous excavulions have nheoversd remains

f belanging to the ages hefore 4000 K. €., which has hitherto been

the atarilng point of known history

Bxeavatlons Detween Nagads and Ballos have shown that
a forelgn race Intrnded Info Bgypt, entirely delving ontthe early
{oliabltants and mot even acquiring soy of thele arjs. Two
fowns and over two thousand grdves of this race have been

tian cisllization. to that of -ihe rest of the world at the Introduoes
tlon of dynastie rale.

Whinee came the Invading raece who founded the dynsstic
histors¥ The anclent writers conslder them as Riklopisns, <om-
ing from the south, and certainly In no olher quarter, Ly,
Byrian or Anatollan, can we flad an anslogons people,

Bnt Tithiopian was alwars 4 wide (erm, "and may cover mauy
different Taces.  On jooking to the Wgyptian representatives of
the various reces known to them we see but ave resémbling the
[gyptlan high clags race. The peaple of Puon so admirably
seulptired oo the Uemple of Hatsliepsnt are very closely ke the
wieh Hgypilans, Fuarther, the Bgyptiang called Pun the Tand of
the Gode

The Kgrptlans, like many other peopies, coistricied a myth-

with Body

exoavated, but nat = single alijeet of theé ukual Egyptlan types
was found.

Their filnt working was above the Egyplinns swl more high:y
developed than.in any other country, The porfect Aaking, fine
toothing and dressing down of gurfaces I& remarkable.  Stoue
viges were finely made, all by hand and wighout latlies,

There were fine flint bracelets and omnamenis of ivory and
combs for women, The varlously formed rade fHgores of siate

Rare also from’ thile raee.

Their burlals weré coulrary Hgyption cpstom.  Tnstead of
¢ In valleys, dug

putiing the deuwl in prramigs (hey selealed sho
Nequare pit graves nnd buried the bodles donbled g with e
lipad to the soutlh, facing west. A great irning was maile 0t
¥ihe funeral, though the body wis niog birned, and the aslies wees
B oollectad In Jars and pliced In the geave. 'Uhess poople wers
probaliy Libyans vading Eegypt frowm the oases on |1|v wast.

An indivation of the geéut antlgnlty (o} 4 < earilest inlab

Riilants of Egypt iz the fact that fiuty 6f large sige nnd onworn

:ﬂ.lll“ finve beea found on top of the platédu 1,400 feel above the

B~ 11e, showing thal that rogion, wow aheolul o1y Darren and dessrt,
J was Inliabited durlng the geologlon] ages, before the river hndl pu!
Boat the present valley of the Nie Smaller fliuts are also found i

the gravel of a later paleollthie pe fod. twenly or thirty fed
ahn'e the present riser, howlng Chnt mot. cout ek 10 'u-u'-'J:r
lthe conutry In lis virlous stidged of ‘ghological forroation.

\ The most distinet #se of flnls was for sickles. Turiicnur
e poteled
ol by the pollsh on
15 fgme of the
slehle baok.

The wondeeful #int kulves lotely unearthed ave nerbinps thi
L]

to out the steaw. Speh fiints can be recogo

They must mprk the enlmindting point In an art stretelilng
over a vAst series of yerrs.

Bigus of the Lihran stock, with some negro wilxture, which
r
the objects T lave found at Nogada—smiueries, Suimes, alale
paleftes for geibdig paint, beaatitully nibhed flny knives of ex-
f ivory
and bone, harpoons, braceleis and coimbs,

These were at first asalgued to o new race, a5 we Koew uotn-
Ing more about them; hut now they can be sifely assigned to
the pre-dynastic srock about 5000 B. ., find even edrller. In Lbe
graves of this aborigingl raca wers found bHowls of bl *||'I.. clay
with patterns lmprinted upon them, They ave of grest impor
tahes In consldering the relation of (lils cly ‘Hization 10 that of
pthers In the Meditertinean.

in eacl of the donntrics where Lide b= been fonmd- Kpning,
Hosuln, Wgypt and Hiskarlik—If was contemporary with the lu-
troduction of mefals. Métals had just bBeen Introduced, nnd
(hnratsre M all cases this potiery was assoclated with the same
stite of eivilization, 'I'ie proximate date of this was the close
of the Nealithie period and the introdusiion of metals—viz,, H00
B. C.—and that aconrds” very well with the time necessary for

avriving at 1he high enlture akialnsd by 1500 B 0, Whese dis-
goveries are of great value In ghvlng the ridative slale of Egyp-
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el perlod of gods to #1) 1lie blank of prelistocle thmes, In all
the clagsical records Menes I= régarded as the god who founded
the dyussties. But the Arst three dynasties have lieretofore heen
i blanle so far o= monnments are converned. They were on as
pnrely s Hierary basls a€ the kings of Rome or the primeval
kings eof Jraland.

But & grent discovery was made In clearing out the Templa
of Kaptos, In sepreh of sany prehistorie remmalns. T there found
portione of theer colossyl sfatues of Min or Meuves, all of vary
pilibe work, but showing a gradatlon of skilf, Upon each statioe
are some surface scidpiurlogs, and these statues are of an earliler
style thao any e known,

There wos i wide difference Letsween {he people af 5000 B, O,
nuil (hosa of M0 B, €., bot no differsnce bﬂiwlotsu those of the CLAY E
Intter period and moldern thides, This showa that a dHferend H(\
rare  entered the countey slount that perind. Next came f”l:'-’ CE
sl dynastie rewalng of the prestmed tomb of King Menes,
fonnder of the dynsstic blstory of about the date of* 4700
I Cuothen the remnins of gther voyal tofbs found at Abydos
helonglng to phe drdt thtee dvnnstles,

The sKI1 of Alut worklog had undoublielly gohe down and was
fast dylng eut. The geadoad!l dechy of fint working between 4500
B, C, mil 36000 B, €, as wmeials came Info nee, and copper
wig geadunily bardened Iido hronze, had no parallel in the world.
| I have a vase exbihitlig the earliest represeniation of Egsp-
tian mythology and other vases, tublets and slates showing ant
mals and IMrds, such as the lpwlk, bull, Non and leopard, which
munifestivl o well-negulied knonwledge of these anitmale ss well
ag Of e fhex, gavelle dud antélope. Large numbers of animals,
such as the calf, monkey and dog, have beed found modelled §n
green vlay, togellier with a model of a lion in red pottery.

Thege finds are very imporiant. as they show the skill of
elpy modelling of the earligsr dynssty, the vise of thes art of
modelling and {be Bgyptian ldeas aud nppreciationg of the forms
of gulmils gnd of the human body. These (mportant nfanuments
of the civil life of the early kingu proved that glaziog was u
specinlty of the origlnal people, anid that ¥grpilan art reached
He high-whter mark somewhers before B, ¢ 4000,

We haye at Inst before us evidence of {he close ofLlhe period
previopsly considered prehistoric. showlng the developngesnt of the
nrt, writing, suad civlilzgtlon of Egypt, and the composition of a
vace which his alnge malntaluey g character during 6,000 YORTS

‘The pugzle hig been Low this clvillzatlon arose, ani we hnt’t“

diseavered evidencs to solve this puzzle. Rgy T IC!
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originntor in the aris, and not & borrower, hot ever sinos 1}11: D{OFiES !r]['&!‘ 'A\] r]rl [LJ - 9 . "
most of the nations of the earth had been borrowers and not

ur!g.:r."x:runr-.-_ . Hern ‘“-,_.. nre slu!'.h'lmr ihe history of a couniry not HENP—]I‘S VA:% ES || 1'\"““1,\\{(] !E-'S I‘\NJD

Lorrowing Tt developing a vast and comiplex civilizsation on s

oW resouieas
; ] " ™
During the past few Sears we bhave been able 1o unvell the VA lTJ ES OF \\({ O«[ ‘ .

progress of civiiization In Egypt backward for 1,000 yeirs besond

what was previensly Xnown. : 7
Muny scientisis rogavd. 30 B. C. 38 too conservative, and MJORE TH AN 4 900'0

1t these relles reach far bnek of that. I also belleve that o
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givuel esrller date might bs wssigued to them, but I prefer ta o YEARS OLD
Leep well within (he mark in ovder o be perfocily gnfe, / N s
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